
We’re still looking 

for helper elves for 

photos and volun-

teers to help with 

the adoptions going 

on during the event. 

For more informa-

tion or to donate 

items, please call 

the shelter or e-mail 

us at shelter 

@hsmcohio.com . 

Every family has 

fond memories and 

photos of the chil-

dren with Santa.  It’s 

almost time to get 

the furkids holiday 

photos. 

On Saturday Decem-

ber 13th and Sunday 

December 14th you 

can have family holi-

day photos or pho-

tos of the kids - fur 

and non-fur - with 

Santa.  The digital 

photos will be taken 

from 11:00am - 

4:00pm at the 

Petsmart in West-

pointe Plaza on 

Rome Hilliard Rd. 

Cost of the photos 

is $9.95 and in-

cludes a holiday 

frame. 

Photo Op with Santa 

Operation Santa Paws in Full swing 

Our Second Annual Op-

eration Santa Paws is in 

full swing.  Your dona-

tions of funds or supplies 

are needed to help fill 

Santaõs sleigh.  Itõs the 

goal of this national pro-

gram and our shelter to 

provide the homeless 

animals we care for a 

wonderful Christmas. 

Wish list includes: 

¶ Durable indestructi-

ble puppy/dog cat/

kitten toys 

¶ Dog/cat Treats 

¶ Dry puppy/kitten 

food 

¶ Cleaning supplies 

¶ Baby blankets for 

kittens 

¶ Cardboard cat 

scratchers 

¶ Office supplies 

¶ Pet store and home 

improvement gift 

cards 

¶ Postage stamps 

¶ Large and medium 

water/food bowls 

¶ 4õx6õ nylon leashes 

¶ Blankets without 

stuffing and towels 

(new or used) 

¶ Volunteers, foster 

parents, and forever 

homes 

 

See our website for a 

more detailed list.  Drop 

items off at the shelter or  

at VCA Mill Run, VCA Saw-

mill or VCA Westerville 

East. 

There is still time to print 

a poster and wish list and 

put out a collection box.  

Give us a call or shoot us 

an e-mail and weõll rush 

that info to you. 
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 Alumnus Noble 

Bart with Santa 

 

 



Favorite activity:  snuggling. 

Favorite pastime:  receiving attention 

Favorite time of day:  toss up between meal 

time and play time 

Loves: attention 

Wishes for: a forever home for the holidays. 

Maggie is a sweet 8 month old beagle/spaniel mix whose 

owner turned her in because she didnõt have enough time to 

teach Maggie puppy manners.  Well, Maggie has been in the 

prison training program and has learned housebreaking and 

basic commands.  She is a wonderful companion who yearns 

for a home of her own.  She is fully vetted with all of her 

shots and heartworm testing, a Home Again Microchip, and 

she has been spayed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Maggie is hopeful for a forever home. 

 

Kittens under 6 months - 

$55 

 

Kittens 6 months - under 

1 year - $50 

 

Cats 1 ï3 years old - $45 

 

Cats over 3 years - $40 

 

Additional $5.00 off sec-

ond cat adopted. 

 

Due to the requests of our 

feline residents, we have 

extended our 2nd Annual 

Festive Feline Frenzy  so 

that more of them can 

find forever homes.  Our 

adoption fees will con-

tinue to be reduced until 

the end of the year.  The 

reductions are based on 

age: 

 

Adoptions fee includes  

feline LeuK/FIV testing, 

vaccines,  worming and 

spay/neuter. 

 

Available cats and kittens 

can be seen at the shelter 

during regular business 

hours or at Petsmart in 

Westpointe Plaze on 

Rome Hilliard Rd. 

Meet Maggie 

Second Festive Feline Frenzy Extended 

Do you bake or know some-

one who does bake?  We ac-

cept any and all homemade 

goodies.  You can drop off 

goodies the day before at the 

Holiday Bakers Needed 

Calling all bakers and lovers 

of baked goodies.  HSMC will 

be having our Holiday Bake 

Sale on Friday December 

19th.  The sale will take place 

at the Huntington Bank in 

West Jefferson from Bank 

opening until all the goodies 

are gone! 

Our last bake sale raised al-

most $1,000.  Ron Smith, 

bake sale chairman, has set a 

goal of busting the thousand 

dollar mark.  We need your 

help to do this. 
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We wish you a 

joyous holiday 

season! 

Worthy quote: 

 

òOur perfect 

companions never 

have fewer than 

four feet.ó 

 

Colette 

 

 

Maggie 

 

Spokescat Molly reminds 

everyone that many fe-

lines still wait for homes. 

 

 

shelter or the day of the 

sale after 8:30am at the 

bank.  Call the shelter 740-

852-PETS or Ron Smith, 614

-879-9064 for more infor-

mation or to arrange a pick 

up. 

Love goodies?  Mark your 

calendars and plan to stop 

by for some special human 

and dog treats to enhance 

your holiday celebration. 

 

 



Despite the notion that cats are solitary 

creatures, bringing a new cat or kit-

ten in the home can be a source of 

entertainment, comfort and socializa-

tion for the current feline resident.  

The most important things are to 

plan the addition of a new family 

member and to have patience with 

the introductions. 

First select a room where the new cat 

will live while adjusting.  Make sure it 

is cat proof, with a litterbox, water 

and food bowls and a scratching post 

that doesnõt need to be shared. 

Make sure your current cat is up to 

date on vaccines and in good health.  

Now, if youõve adopted from a shel-

ter, make sure that cat is up to date 

on shots.  If youõve found a stray, 

make a quick trip to your vet to as-

sess the catõs health and follow the 

vetõs recommendations about the 

length of time to keep the cats apart 

for health reasons. 

Next, bring the cat home and place 

the carrier in the room youõve pre-

pared.  Let your current resident 

explore as his own paceñignore the 

hissing and growling.  When she 

leaves, open the door to the carrier 

and let the new cat come out and 

explore as they wish to.  Let them 

get used to each other through the 

door for a week or two.  Make sure 

to plan for play and love time for 

each. 

On a day when you will be home all 

day, open the door and let the cats 

work out their own territorial nego-

tiations.  Ignore the glares, hisses, 

and bats and eventually most cats 

will live together harmoniously. 

Pet Tip: adding a new feline 

Holidays are a fun and busy time for everyone, but can be stressful for your pet.  

Try and keep as close to their regular schedule as possible.  Provide a safe retreat 

for your pet away from the hustle and bustle of company.  While some pets enjoy 
company, others like to be able to be away from the commotion of visitors.  Util-

ize their crates, bedrooms, or other areas of the house not accessible to visitors.  If 

pets are part of the celebration monitor them closely around company, especially 
small children.  Overnight visitors should be encouraged to keep their personal 

medications up and out of the reach of pets.  

 
Food provides a temptation for two and four legged members of your household.  

Stick to your petôs regular diet and if you feel you must give extras, make sure 

they are pet treats and not people food.  Table scraps from leftover ham, turkey, 
and other items your pet isnôt used to can cause pancreatitis ïan inflammation of 

the pancreas.  The symptoms include acute vomiting and diarrhea and if left un-

treated can result in serious illness or even death.  Chocolate, even in small doses, 
is toxic and can also be fatal.  Watch the placement of candy and other treat 

dishes.  Recent studies have shown that grapes, raisins, and onions can also be 

harmful. 
  

Even holiday decorations, a festive part of the season, need some careful consideration.  

Tinsel is bright and shiny and very attractive to pets, particularly cats.  Tinsel, if ingested, 
can cause intestinal obstructions.  Consider placing it high in the tree, or better yet skip-

ping it entirely.  The same issue exists with ribbon on packages.  Lights also attract atten-

tion and can cause electrical burns or electrocution if chewed on.  Again, place high in the 
tree.  It may be beneficial to keep your pet out of the room with the tree unless they are 

being supervised.  Other live decorations can be poisonous and include poinsettias, Jeru-

salem cherries, holly, mistletoe, and the additive placed in the tree water.  Prompt veteri-
nary attention is needed if you suspect your pet has gotten into these. 

 

The ASPCA operates a 24 hour Emergency Medical Hotline (888-426-4435).  Help is 
only a phone call away.  The charge is $60.00, but for those with a Home Again chip with 

the premium annual service (free the first year, then about $15.00 for the first animal, 

with discounts for additional pets.).  24 hour emergency clinics in the area include  OSU 
Veterinary Hospital 614-870-0480 (601 Vernon Tharp St. Columbus on campus), Med 

Vet 614-846-5800 (300 E. Wilson Bridge Rd. Worthington), Capitol Veterinary Referral 

& Emergency Center 614-870-0480 ( 5230 Renner Rd. Columbus)   
 

Keep in mind these considerations and help your pet have a happy and healthy holiday 
season. And donôt forget a few pet friendly presents for your pet as well. 

Did You Know?  

¶ Volunteers help 

take care of the 

animals on holi-

days so the ma-

jority of our staff 

can be home with 

family. 

¶ Our Board rolls up 

its sleeves and 

helps in every as-

pect of running 

the shelter 

¶ All of our success 

would not be pos-

sible without your 

support. 
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Be mindful 

of pets when 

decorating, 

cooking, and 

entertaining 

Wish List 

This month the shelter 

could really use: 

 

Dog and cat toys 

 

Dog and cat treats 

 

Toilet paper 

 

Copy paper 

Holiday Stress  

Take the time to introduce 

your new cat to your cur-

rent one. 

Include your pets 
in some holiday 

festivities. 

 
We want you to send us your 

winter pet photos.  



This month is the perfect 

time to reflect on the 

past year - and what a 

year it was! 

 

The beginning of the 

year saw us rallying the 

troops for the Zootoo 

Shelter makeover con-

test.  When the dust had 

settled we were number 

ten in the contest. 

 

There was no rest for the 

weary as we had to plan 

for the judges site visit,  

followed in short order 

by our trip to the HSUS 

conference in Florida. 

 

While we didnõt win the 

grand prize, we gained 

donations and volun-

teers, adoptive families 

and our own paragraph 

in the US Today article. 

 

Still no time for rest as 

we went straight into our 

spring dinner/auction,  

Dog Days of Summer 

Adoptathon, cornhole 

tournament, Bark Park 

Day, and our recent Fall 

dinner/auction with the 

announcement of our 

Bonsai winners. 

 

During that time a very 

generous donor gave us 

the funds to purchase 

badly needed transporta-

tion in the form of a new 

van.  We will unveil the 

van with its custom de-

sign  in a future issue. 

 

Sprinkled throughout the 

year were transports 

(thanks Doggie Trans-

port Guy!) to many 

places including New 

York City and Minnesota!

The year isnõt quite over 

yet as we have a bake 

sale, our 2nd Annual 

Festive Feline Frenzy 

Adoptathon, Santa pic-

tures, and Operation 

Santa Paws. 

 

And throughout all of 

this activity we have 

managed to find homes 

for almost one thousand 

animals.  We are also 

proud to report that we 

have two more dogs 

serving our country here 

and abroad. 

 

We are on the verge of 

exciting times and as we 

move through the holi-

days towards the New 

Year, I am truly grateful 

for our friends and sup-

porters - old and new 

and for those who 

opened their hearts and 

homes to our animals.  

You have all given us 

wonderful gifts and the 

Board and staff are very 

appreciative. 

 

My New Yearõs resolu-

tions?   

 

Continue the out-

standing job  we do at 

the shelter while looking 

for ways to improve even 

more.   

 

Continue to be good 

stewards of the money 

and gifts we are given.   

 

And last and certainly 

not least, continue work-

ing towards the day 

when, as Best Friends 

says, there will be òno 

more homeless pets.ó 

 

From my house to yours 

I wish you a joyous and 

peaceful Christmas and a 

Happy and Healthy New 

year! 

                 Betty  

P.S.  Please remember there 

are easy and free ways to 

help us over the holidays - 

the following sites donate to 

us at no cost to you. 

www.igive.com Over 200 

stores you like to shop at. 

www.goodsearch.com 

Click on goodshop and 

shop at your favorite 

stores. 

www.bringpetshome.com 

for more shopping 

And when all else failsð

give the gift of a gift certifi-

cate at 

www.simplifiedscrip.com 

 

Use www.isearch.com or 

www.goodsearch.com and 

designate us as your char-

ity and we get money every 

time you search! 

 

Remember, we are a 501  

(c )(3) non-profit  so any 

direct donations of funds 

or goods are tax deductible 

as allowed by law.  Dona-

tions can be made securely 

and safely on line at our 

website.   

 

Bites from the Director 
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Donõt forget 

Operation Santa 

Paws! 

Thanks for making the 

holidays a little brighter at 

the shelter. 

ñ...I wish you a joyous and 

peaceful Christmas and a Happy 

and Healthy New Year.ò 



Tis the night before Christmas 

and all through the town, every 

shelter is full - we are lost, but 

not found.  Our numbers are 

hung on our kennels so bare, we 

hope every minute that someone 

will care, Theyõll come to adopt 

us and give us the call, òCome 

here Max and Sparkie - come 

fetch your new ball!!ó 

But now we sit here and think of 

the daysé we were treated so 

fondly - we had cute, baby ways, 

Once we were little, then we grew 

and we grew.  Now weõre no 

longer young and weõre no longer 

new.  So out the back door we 

were thrown like the trash, they 

reacted so quickly - why were 

they so rash?  We òjump on the 

childrenó; òdonõt come when they 

calló; we òbark when they leave 

usó, climb over the wall. 

We should have been neutered, 

we should have been spayed, now 

we suffer the consequences of 

the errors THEY made.  If only 

theyõd train us, if only we knewé 

weõd have done what they asked 

us and worshiped them too.  We 

were left in the backyard, or 

worse - let to roam - now weõre 

tired and lonely and out of a 

home.  They dropped us off here 

and they kissed us good-byeé 

òMaybe someone else will give 

you a try.ó 

So now here we are, all confused 

and aloneé in a shelter with 

others who long for a home.  The 

kind workers come through with 

a meal and a pat, with so many to 

care for, they canõt stay to chat.  

They move to the next kennel, 

giving each of us cheeré we 

know that they wonder how long 

weõll be here.  We lay down to 

sleep and sweet dreams fill our 

headsé of a home filled with love 

and our own cozy beds.  Then we 

wake to see sad eyes, brimming 

with tears, our friends filled with 

emptiness, worry and fear. 

If you canõt adopt us and thereõs 

no room at the Inn - could you 

help with the bills and fill our 

food bin? We count on your kind-

ness each day of the year - can 

you give more than hope to eve-

ryone here? Pleas make a dona-

tion to pay for the heaté and 

help get us something special to 

eat. The shelter that cares for us 

wants us to live, and more of us 

will if more people will give 

                 - Author Unknown 

require at my Vetôs.  She 

also got her heartworm 

meds.  Out Vet said that 

Cagneyôs eye surgery 

looked good and doesnôt 

think she will need another. 

I am so happy that we were 

able to adopt Cagney.  She 

is such a sweeties and a 

good fit for our family.  She 

òJust wanted to drop you an 

e-mail and let you know 

how things are going with 

Cagney.  She is doing won-

derfully and has adapted 

well to our family and her 

new home! 

We took her to the vet on 

Sunday for her check-up.  

They drew blood and gave 

her couple more shots they 

and Chloe are the best of 

sisters and friends. 

                        Joyò 

 

We love receiving updates 

and photos of your adopted 

pets. 

A Rescue Dogõs Christmas Poem               

Happy Tails 
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Donate in honor of a 

loved one (2 or 4 

legged) safely and 

securely on our 

website. 

In every shelter...someone 

waits. 

This yearôs Paw & Pals din-

ner and Auction was a great 

success.  Over 75 people 

were in attendance to eat and 

bid. 

 

The live auction, led by Ron 

Smith, brought some spirited 

bidding .  The close of the 

silent auction had people 
milling around near the items 

they wanted , ready to 

pounce and make a last min-

ute bid. 

 

The highlight of the event 

was the presentation of the 

Bonsai awardsðour highest 

honor. 

 

When all was done and 

counted we raised $7,200 to 

help care for the animals. 
 

A special thanks to Betty 

Peyton, Linda and Steve 

Cunningham, Cathy 

Leistikow and Ron Smith for 

all of their help. 

 

Missed the event? See the 

pictures at 

www.fuzzyshot.com/

hsmcohio 

 

 
 

 

 

                               Fall Auction a success. 

Bonsai Winners (from left) 

Devon Horne, Joe Bando, 

Susan Borders, Julie Bar-

nard (Board President and 

presenter), Donna Smith, 

and George Peyton. 



 

Give your pets healthy 

holiday snacks.  Recipes 

are available on line or 

visit a pet store or bakery.  

Ask your vet about 

healthy snacks. 

Anchor your holiday 

tree.  Itõs tempting and if 

it topples can cause se-

vere injury.  Keep pets 

away from tree water as 

preservatives and tree sap 

can cause gastrointestinal 

issues.  

Never leave a pet alone 

with a lit candle or open 

flame.  Also be wary of 

extension cords.  

Don’t let pets dine on 

holiday plants.  Poinset-

tia, holly, cedar, balsam, 

Keep table scraps out of 

your pet’s diet.  òSalty, 

Spicy, and greasyó can be 

fatal for pets.  Fatty foods 

can cause life threatening 

pancreatitis in dogs.  

Poultry bones can splinter 

an animalõs stomach.  

Keep trash out of reach. 

Chocolate is dangerous 

to dogs.  It is poisonous 

to them.  The darker the 

chocolate, the more dan-

gerous - with Bakerõs 

chocolate being the most 

deadly. 

Avoid sweets.  Xylitol - a 

common sweetener in 

baked goods, candy, and 

chewing gum - with liver 

failure and death in dogs. 

pine, and mistletoe are just 

some of the poisonous holi-

day plants. 

Be careful about orna-

ments.  Cats can consume 

tinsel and other small deco-

rations that can block intes-

tines. 

Don’t go off to a holiday 

party and leave your pet 

with access to  - table 

scraps or anything that 

might be dangerous.  If 

your dog becomes sick 

while you are away, it could 

be a holiday tragedy. 

Finally, don’t give a pet as 

a holiday gift.  Giving up 

an inappropriate new pet in 

January is heartbreaking. 

AMVAõs top 10 Holiday Health Tips 

The Humane Society of Madison County 

1357 St. Rt. 38 SE 

London, OH  43140 

 

Phone: 740-852-PETS 

E-mail: shelter@hsmcohio.com  

Visit us on the web at www.hsmcohio.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Guess Whatôs Coming 

Up? 

 

Now through 12/31 Operation 

Santa Paws 

 

December 13th, 14th -  Petsmart 

Santa photos  and adoptions at 

Petsmart Westpointe Plaza Rome 

Hilliard Rd.  

Paws 4 News 

Where friends are found. 

 Promoting Life. Promoting 

Adoption.  

Plan for your petôs safe holiday 


