
Congresswoman Kilroy Visits Furry Residents of 

her District  

Every dog truly has his day 

with Congresswoman Mary 

Jo Kilroy.  

Newly elected to the United 

States House of Represen-

tatives this past November, 

Representative Kilroy 

wasted no time getting to 

know the residents of 

Ohioõs 15th Congressional 

District, including those 

who reside in the cages 

and kennels of the Hu-

mane Society of Madison 

County. 

Visiting The Humane Soci-

ety of Madison County late 

last month, Kilroy toured 

the dog kennels, the cat 

room, and an area desig-

nated for future use as a 

spay and neuter clinic. 

Kilroy was greeted on her 

arrival at the shelter, not 

only by several of the resi-

dent feral cats, but also by 

Humane Society Board 

President Julie Barnard, 

Board Secretary Cindy Phil-

lips, Board Treasurer 

George Peyton, Shelter 

Director Betty Peyton, 

Madison County Dog War-

den Deputy Sheriff Gary 

Kronk and his wife Liz, a 

committed shelter volun-

teer; Madison County Com-

missioners David Dhume 

and Mark Forrest as well as 

a handful of other devoted 

staff and shelter support-

ers. 

A longtime supporter of 

animal groups in Franklin 

County such as the Capitol 

Area Humane Society and 

the Franklin County Animal 

Shelter, Rep, Kilroy is now 

showing her commitment 

to shelters throughout her 

district; thus her visit to 

the Humane Society of 

Madison County.  Her three 

dogs Chase, Dodger, and 

Murphy are rescued ca-

nines that were adopted 

from local shelters. 

 Bundled up tightly against 

the cold and wind, Rep. 

Kilroyõs tour of the Hu-

mane Society began in the 

outside dog area.  This 

area, which surrounds the 

kennel area, is lined with 

gravel and enclosed by a 

mental fence topped with 

barbed wire.  When the 

shelter becomes too full 

with stray and abandoned 

dogs, many collected and 

brought to safety by Dog 

Warden Deputy Sheriff 

Gary Kronk, the overflow 

canines are placed in out-

door houses and runs. 

Hurrying into the dog ken-

nels from the blustery con-

ditions outside the tour 

was advised to watch for 

standing water near the 

door,  The area often 

floods.   

Inside the kennel building 

very little natural light illu-

minated the cages, but 

that mattered little to the 

dogs, excited by the pres-

ence of visitors.  Happy 

barks and leaps against 

against their metal cages 

signaled their delight  at 

humans among them. 

Rep. Kilroy stopped at each 

cage, meeting every dog in 

the building.  From beagles 

to terriers, Rep. Kilroy 

asked to hear each of their 

stories.  How did they get 

there?  Why did their own-

ers relinquish them?  

Would they be adopted 

soon? 

It was obvious the Rep. 

Kilroy loves dogs.   

From the kennel building 

the tour proceeded across 

the gravel to the two trail-

ers that serve as offices, an 

adoption center, a tempo-

rary home for homeless 

cats, and a possible sur-

gery clinic in the near fu-

ture. 

Pressed against the trailers 

were wooden cathouses.  

As Shelter Director Betty 

Peyton explained, there a 

number of feral cats that 

live on grounds - cats that 

were not adoptable to the 

public but were healthy 

and now keep the rodent 

population in check.  

Rather than euthanizing 

them, Peyton told Rep. 

Kilroy , the cats were given   

a new life at the shelter. 

Blue coat swinging, Rep. 

Kilroy climbed the stairs 

leading to the second 

trailer.  As several of the 

Board members apologeti-

cally pointed out, everyone 

must climb steps to gain 

access to the shelter.  

There are no handicap 

accessible ramps or door-

ways.  The narrow trailer 

halls can barely accommo-

date people without dis-

abilities.   Wheelchairs and 

scooters; crutches and 

braces would never fit in-

side the buildings even if 

those devices could mount 

the insurmountable steps 

leading inside.  Conõt pg2 
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From left: Commission-

ers Mark Forrest and 

David Dhume, Rep. Mary 

Jo Kilroy, Board 

President Julie Bar-

nard, Board Secretary 

Cindy Phillips, and 

Shelter Director Di-

rector Betty Peyton 



Attitude:  makes the best of lifeõs situations 

Recently crowned :  Shelter Sweetheart 2009.  

Hidden Talent: will make a cat lover out of any-

one. 

Dreams of: a family with another cat and a dog 

would be OK too. 

Loves: people and other dogs 

Scat is as gorgeous cat born in June of 2007. She is a just a 

sweet loving cat who likes other cats and dogs too. 

Her adoption fee is $60.00 which includes testing for FeLV 

and FIV, current shots, deworming, and spay.   Some of our 

cats are at the shelter and others at Petsmart Westpointe 

Plaza.  Call the shelter to find out Scats current location to 

meet her.  You can also fill out an application on line.  

 

Scat makes the best of it while waiting 

for her forever family. 

Meet Scat 

place to Spay,ó if the staff and 

Board can find the money to 

fund their goals.  They will 

begin by using this facility for 

shelter animal surgeries and 

eventually proceed with a 

public low cost spay and neu-

ter clinic for residents of 

Madison County. 

Rep. Kilroy asked how other  

states have been able to re-

duce the companion animal 

overpopulation statistics. 

òThrough government regula-

tion,ó Board President Barnard 

explained. 

Many states mandated that 

all animals in public  funded 

shelters must be spayed or 

neutered prior to adoption.  

Other states impose heavy 

fines or require permits if an 

owner wants to breed their 

cat or dog or does not want it 

sterilized.  Money from these 

permits funds sterilization 

programs. 

Perhaps someday, with the 

help from Representatives 

like Mary Jo Kilroy, Ohio will 

be one of those states. 

Perhaps someday too, the 

Humane Society of Madison 

County will have a surgery 

Kilroy tour continued from page 1 

While the Humane Society of 

Madison County may have 

many things working against 

them, they do all they can to 

provide the very best for  the 

animals they serve.   The 

Humane Society is one of 

only a few shelters in Ohio 

that spay and neuter all dogs 

and cats prior to adoption.  

This practice significantly 

decreases the overpopulation 

problem in the county and 

prevents unwanted litters 

from being born.   

For many years the shelter  

has worked with Delaware  

County Humane Society to 

accomplish their sterilization 

goals with every animal 

brought to their facility.  Each 

week the staff would load the 

animals into the shelter van 

and make the hour trek to 

Delaware for spay and neuter 

surgeries.  Following the pro-

cedures the cats and dogs 

were driven back to Madison 

County to recover.   

The staff hopes that those 

surgery trips will soon be a 

thing of the past and that all 

sterilizations will be done on 

site.  The second trailer will 

house òNeuterville -- a nice 
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Worthy quote: 

 

òA cat sees us 

as the dogs...A 

cat sees himself 

as the humanó 

- Unknown 

 

 

Scat 

From left: Rep. Kilroy, Betty 

Peyton and Julie Barnard 

view the outdoor kennels.  

These kennels double capac-

ity in warm weather months. 

 

clinic as well as a new facil-

ity that does not flood, is 

handicap accessible, and 

meets the needs of the 

countyõs homeless animals. 

Stopping before she left to 

admire the newly decaled 

shelter van, Rep. Kilroy was 

heralded with a chorus 

barks.  A feral cat raced 

across the gravel near her 

feet.  The shelter animals 

seemed to know that a 

friend was among them as 

they bid Mary Jo Kilroy fare-

well. 

Thankfully for the shelter 

residents of the 15th Dis-

trict and Ohio, there is 

someone  now in Congress 

working to bring brighter 

days to these often forgot-

ten animals. 

 

To read more about  Con-

gresswoman Mary Jo Kilroy, 

plese visit 

www.kilroy.house.gov  

                     By Robin Craft  

Editorõs note:  Our thanks to 

Robin for this great article 

and to her husband Joe for 

taking photos of the visit.  



A catõs personality is part genet-

ics and part upbringing and this 

affects how much they want to 

òspeakó to humans.  And some 

cats, like humans, just donõt have 

much to say.  For other cats, their 

owners are good at reading òcató 

so they donõt need to vocalize as 

much. 

Cats do learn to communicate 

with other household animals, 

especially dogs.  They are less 

likely to vocalize as dogs pick up 

on scent signals and can learn 

some feline body language.  Cats 

are quick to reinforce this with a 

hiss if the message is ignored or 

not understood.  Both animals 

will learn each otherõs body lan-

guage to some degree. 

Feral cats rely more on their na-

tive body language - posture, gesture, 

facial expression, tail position, whisker 

position, eat position, scent-marking 

with vocalizations to augment these or 

when they canõt see each other prop-

erly.   

As for big cats, they have their reper-

toire of sounds from the rumbled 

greetings of lionesses to the distinctive 

òchuffingó sound of tigers.  Two impor-

tant differences between domestic and 

big cats are that big cats cannot purr 

because the structure of their throat 

doesnõt permit it and small cats cannot 

roar.  Wild cubs may òmewó but big cats 

do not òmeowó.  Individual big cats can 

be tamed if hand-raised, but big cat 

species have never been domesticated 

in the same way as the housecat. 

Next month:  The language of scent.  

 

 

Pet Tip: Cat Communication II  

We are once again co-hosting the Tour for Life with the North 

Shore Animal League.  The event is scheduled for Wednesday 

April 22nd from 12-6 at the Petsmart Westpointe Plaza on Hil-

liard Rome Rd. 
 

Other rescues and shelters are invited to set up in hopes of find-

ing homeless animals new homes.   

  

This national tour begins March 25th as two of the Leagueôs Res-

cue Rovers begin their treks home from California and South 

Florida.  En route the tour will make scheduled stops, hosting 

adoption events along with a local host.  The Tour ends with a 

Grand Finale at FAO Schwartz in New York City On April 25th. 

 

On the stop here, the Rescue Rover will stop at the shelter and load 

up some of our adoptable cats and dogs and head to Petsmart.  At the 

end of the day they will return to the shelter to unload, spending the 

night before traveling on to their next to last stop in New York. 

 

Interested in volunteering?  Call or e-mail the shelter or just stop by and 

see the Rescue Rover and meet some of the incredible staff from North 

Shore Animal League - Worldôs Largest No-Kill Shelter. 

 

For more information on the Tour for Life:  

Www.nsalamerica.org/how we help/tourforlife/ 
 

 

 

Did You Know?  

63% of house-

holds have pets 

(71.1 million 

homes) 

88.4 million cats 

live in 38.4 mil-

lion homes. 

74.8 million dogs 

live in 44.8 mil-

lion homes. 

Large consumer 

block and fast 

growing voting 

segment 

An estimated 

43.4 billion  dol-

lars was spent on 

pets and pet re-

lated supplies in 

2008. 

People are cutting 

back in other ar-

eas in order to 

pamper pets. 
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Come see the 

Rescue Rover!!! 

Wish List NEW 

This month the shelter 

could really use: 
 

Envelopes  

 

Duct Tape 

 

Zip ties for holding tarps 

in place. 

 

Tarps (6x9, 9x12, 10x10) 

 

Pepto 

 

Copy Paper 

 

Cat litter scoops 

 

Small litter pans 

Tour For Life  

Cats and dogs can learn 

each others language and 

communicate rather well. 

 



Please and Thank You.  These 

are some of the first words 

my Mom taught me.  As a 

child we were taught these 

words to show respect.  And 

you know that your  mom 

would expect you to use 

these words all of the time. 

 

The definition of please - 

òused as polite additions to 

requests.ó  To add this word 

to any request you make may 

make the difference of 

whether or not you are 

granted what you requested.  

Please is a very important 

word to remember. 

 

However, I believe the words, 

òThank Youó  are the most 

important words of all.  To 

say, òThank Youó, means to 

express gratitude, apprecia-

tion or acknowledgment.  It 

shows that you truly do care 

for what they just did or said 

to you. 

 

Recently I found out that over 

5 years ago the HSMC forgot 

to say, òThank Youó to some 

important organizations and 

folks - perhaps you.  I was 

shocked to learn this.  At that 

time a single person was 

responsible for sending out 

thank you notes to folks who 

helped us through a donation 

or gift.  Yet somebody 

òdropped the balló and the 

thank you was not received.  

These organizations and 

folks who did not receive this 

thank you decided that 

maybe the HSMC was not 

grateful or did not appreciate 

the gift or that the shelter did 

not need the support.  So 

they decided not to give a gift 

again. 

 

Since the end of 2005, the 

HSMC has in place a check 

and balance system of send-

ing out Thank Yous.  One 

person sends out the note, 

then makes a list which is 

checked off by another per-

son.  This is to help us make 

sure everyone gets a Thank 

You as support is very impor-

tant to us.  And we believe 

this system has worked.  We 

just wish we had it long ago 

as maybe we might not have 

lost some of the support we 

did. 

 

I decided to write this column 

for two reasons.  First is to 

remind everyone to remem-

ber what your mom taught 

you.  Please and Thank You.  

You know mom is always 

right.  The second is to say a 

great big Thank You to every 

single person, organization, 

and business who has helped 

the Humane Society of Madi-

son County.  Your support is 

greatly appreciated.  And if 

you were one of the folks who 

never got a Thank You, I am 

sorry.  My Mom taught me 

that saying youõre sorry are 

the third most important 

words. 

 

So please take my Momõs and 

now my words of advice and 

say Thank You so you will 

never have to say Iõm sorry. 

 

Now I would like to personally 

thank everyone, but I know 

the editor of the newsletter 

would be upset with me as 

the list would be too long to 

print.  So, Iõm sorry your 

name will not be listed.  But 

Thank You for your support 

and Please come and visit the 

HSMC shelter soon.  

 

                 Betty  

 

Bites from the Director  
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No matter how 

itõs said, itõs 

heartfelt. 

 

  And sometimes Thank You 

doesnôt seem remotely ade-

quate for our appreciation. 

Slobberfest Update 

Plans are coming together for our sec-

ond Slobberfest.  The event, to be held 

on Saturday June 13th, has a new loca-

tion.  The Pavilion at Coffman Park in 

Dublin will host the event, which runs 

from 11:00 am - 4:00pm. 

To date, over 16 different rescues and 

shelters have made plans to attend this 

adopt-a-thon and celebration of dogver-

sity and cattitude.  It will be the  event 

to kick off the summer adoption season 

and the perfect place to find a wonderful 

addition to your home. 

Not looking to adopt?  One of the highlights 

of the day is our Celebration Walk.  Plan on 

walking this short walk in celebration of the 

special bond you have with your four-

legged pal, in honor of us or one of the 

groups participating, or in memory of 

someone you love.  No pets?  No problem.  

Come out and walk and enjoy the day. 

Weõre asking, òWho do you  celebrate?ó 



Now that Iõm home, 

bathed, settled, and fed,                                

All nicely tucked in my 

warm new bed.               

Iõd like to unpack my  

baggage                            

Lest I forget,                       

There is so much to carry,                                 

So much to regret. 

Hmm...Yes, there it is 

right on the top             

Letõs unpack Loneliness, 

Heartache, and Loss.                               

And there by my leash 

hides Fear and Shame.   

As I look on these things I 

tried so hard to leaveñ                              

I still have to unpack my 

baggage called Pain.                                

I loved them, the others, 

the ones who left me,                                

But I wasnõt good enough 

- for they didnõt want me.   

Will you add to my       

baggage?                             

Will you help me unpack?                               

Or will you just look at my 

things -                        

And take me right back?                              

Do you have the time to 

help me unpack?           

To put away my baggage,                                

To never repack?                

I pray that you do - Iõm so 

tired you see,                 

But I do come with bag-

gage -                                    

Will you still want me? 

                 - Evelyn Colbath 

Her owner Megan says, òI 

hope it will help people real-

ize how wonderful and versa-

tile these dogs are and that 

rescued dogs  can be just as 

awesome, if not better, than 

dogs they may have from 

pups (and a whole lot less 

work).ó 

Congratulations to Megan 

and Cassandra! 

 Editorõs note:  Cassandra 

came to us in the fall of 2004 

I wanted to share some great 

news with everyone.  Cassan-

dra, a beautiful bluetick 

coonhound who was rescued 

approximately 4 years ago 

has become a certified Ther-

apy Dog! 

Her evaluators said she is 

one of the nicest dogs they 

have ever evaluated.  None of 

them had met a coonhound 

before.  She is an awesome 

ambassador for the breed! 

and was transported by the 

Doggie Transport Guy to 

Canada in January of 2005.  

Weõre proud of our bi-

national alumnus.  

Baggage        

Happy Tails  
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Missy-Thanks for 

helping Carlton! 

Will you still want me? 

Recently Shelter Director 

Betty Peyton sent out a plea 

for help with Carlton, one of 

our long time canine resi-

dents who was beginning to 

not do well at the shelter.  

That plea was answered by 

Missy at Bark Til Dark Dog 

Park. 

 

She offered to foster Carlton 

at her facility while she 

joined us in searching for a 

home for Carlton.  A dedi-

cated shelter staff member 

took Carlton for a visit to 

see how he would like it.  

He had a ball running 

around and he did so well 

he stayed. 

 

Bark Til Dark Dog Park is 

a private fenced off leash 

dog park and day care lo-

cated on 6 fenced acres in 

Delaware County.  Dogs 

who play there are all cur-

rent on vaccines and 

spayed/neutered.     

 

Missy  is involved in ani-

mal welfare and helps out 

shelters and rescues in the 

area.   She recently helped 

out with another of our 

dogs, Malibu.  Malibu has 

since found a great forever 

home. 

 

We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank her for 

helping our animals and 

other animals in need.  She 

has truly been a guardian 

angel and Bark Til Dark has 

been a great way to show-

case some great dogs look-

ing for great homes. 

  

For more information about 

Missy and to join this pri-

vate dog park,  please visit 

their website at: 

www.barktildarkdogpark. 

        Bark Til Dark Lends a Helping Paw  

Canadaôs newest certified 

Therapy Dog, Cassandra, 

whose roots are in Madison 

County. 

 

 

 

 



 

please consider baking 

something.  We can al-

ways use more tempting 

goodies to raise funds for 

our homeless pets. 

All baked goods can be 

dropped off at the shelter 

the day before the sale or 

after 8:30am the day of 

the sale.  Call the shelter 

at 740-852-PETS or Bake 

Sale Chairman Ron Smith 

at 614-879-9064 for more 

Our bake sale committee 

has set up our Spring 

Bake Sale for Friday March 

27th at the West Jefferson 

Huntington Bank.  The 

sale will, as usual, run 

from bank opening until 

the goodies are gone! 

 

Those of you who bake 

for us, we hope you will 

bake again and those of 

you who havenõt yet, 

information or to arrange a 

pick up. 

 

Be sure to mark your calen-

dars and swing by to pick 

up a few sweet treats for 

you or your dog. 

 

Special thanks to our hard-

working Bake Sale Commit-

tee:  Carla Bainer, Donna 

Smith, and Ron Smith. 

Spring Bake Sale Planned 

The Humane Society of Madison County 

1357 St. Rt. 38 SE 

London, OH  43140 

 

Phone: 740-852-PETS 

E-mail: shelter@hsmcohio.com  

Visit us on the web at www.hsmcohio.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Guess Whatôs Coming 

Up? 

 

March 7th - Adoptions 11-2 

Petsmart Westpointe Plaza 

 

March 27th Bake saleï West Jef-

ferson Huntington Bank  

 

April 22nd 11-6 Tour For Life.  

Petsmart Westpointe Plaza 

 

May - 23rd annual Cash-4-Kibble 

at The Historic Red Brick Tavern 
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Where friends are found.  

 Promoting Life. Promoting 

Adoption.  

Sweet Treat await at 

our Spring Bake Sale. 


